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BRIDGE WIDOWS SOCIAL AFTERNOON 

 
On behalf of the Tournament Gay Tully hosted a visit to famous Australian Artist Margaret Ollie’s House 

which was moved from Paddington in Sydney to the Tweed Region 

SHOP TILL YOU DROP 

 
We all love shoes so it wasn’t so surprising that the breakfast at  

In Her Shoes at the Oasis proved to be such a success  
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CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS WINNERS AND RUNNERS UP 

Seniors Winners 102 IMPs to 89.1 IMPs 
Trevor Robb - Andrew Janisz - Patsy Walters - Lynne Geursen 

Seniors Runners-Up 
Martin Bloom - Nigel Rosendorff - Steven Bock - Les Grewcock 

Intermediate Winners 145.1 IMPs to 131 IMPs 
Michael Stoneman - Val Roland - Herold Rienstra - Bert Luchjenbroers 

Intermediate Runners-Up 
Eric Baker - Chris Stead - Keith Blinco - Terrence Sheedy 

Restricted Winners 112.1 Imps to 98 IMPs 
Anne McNaughton - Faye Bell - Heather Scott - Margot Moylan 

Restricted Runners – Up 
Arne Jonsberg - John Lahey - Lesleigh Egan - Lynne Henley 

Novice Winners 138.1 IMPs to 106 IMps 
Justine Wlodarczyk - Bronnwyn White - Caroline Marshall - 

Margaret Teitzel 

 Novice Runners-Up  
Denise Merrin - Mary Smith - Joanne Evans - Sheena Pollock 
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OPEN TEAMS QUARTER FINAL FIRST 12 BOARDS 

In the Open Teams the top two seeds, WARE (Michael Ware-Tom Jacob-Fiona Brown-Tony Nunn-Hugh 
McGann-Matthew Thomson) and the Indonesian team of PERTAMINA EP RED (Taufik Asbi - Robert Parasian 
- Franky Karwur - Julius George - Beni Ibradi) qualified directly to the 40 board Semi-Finals, while the teams 
finishing 3rd through 6th (Fordham vs Hinge and PD Times vs Neill) played a 24 board match for the other two 
semi-finals berths. 

When you sit down to watch a match in the latter stages of a tournament there is always the hope, if not an 
expectation, that you are about to watch some fine bridge, or maybe that you will see some hands that 
highlight the more subtle points of the game, or just watch some quality bridge. Regrettably we will instead ask 
you to fasten your seat belts and take a journey into another world during these 12 boards. 

A couple of overtrick IMPs on the first three boards led to this minor swing, based on a difference of style. 

Dealer: West ª J 9 4 3  West North East South 
Vul: Both ³ A Q J 6 5 2  Dennison Cormack Stuart Kozakos

Brd  4 ² 9  Passed Out 
Open Tms QF 1/2 § 9 4  Haughie Sundstrom  Hinge Fordham

ª Q 10 8  ª A K 7 6 2 Pass 2³ 2ª 2NT 
³ 10 7 3  ³ --- 3³ Pass 3ª 4³ 
² A J 4 2  ² 7 6 5 3 Pass  Pass Pass 
§ A 8 7  § K 10 6 3 Makeable Contracts 
 ª 5   1 - 1 - NT 
 ³ K 9 8 4   3 - 3 - ª 
 ² K Q 10 8   - 3 - 3 ³ 
 § Q J 5 2   4 - 4 - ² 
    2 - 2 - § 

Perhaps dissuaded by the secondary spade suit, Cormack decided against opening a weak two bid in hearts 
whereas Sundstrom suffered no such inhibitions. Unfortunately that had the effect of inspiring the opponents to 
bid to 3ª, which certainly isn’t the easiest of contracts to make. But his partner, South, took the cheap 
insurance in 4³, perhaps with the thought of possibly making it – one down and 3 IMPs to Hinge. 

Board six looked like a major swing to Fordham when they started slamming, until they fell at the final hurdle, 
creating the largest swing of the match in favour of their opponents. 

Dealer: East ª A K Q J 6 West North East South
Vul: E-W  ³ K 7 5 4 Dennison Cormack Stuart Kozakos

Brd  6 ² 4 Pass 1²
Open Tms QF 1/2 § 10 9 5 Pass 1ª Pass 3²
ª 7 2  ª 8 5 3 Pass 3³ Pass 3NT //
³ A J 6 3 2  ³ Q 9 8 Haughie Sundstrom  Hinge Fordham

² Q 6  ² 9 5 3 Pass 1§ [prec]
§ J 7 6 3  § Q 8 4 2 Pass 1ª [GF] Pass 2²
 ª 10 9 4 Pass 2³ Pass 3²
 ³ 10 Pass 3ª Pass 4§
 ² A K J 10 8 7 2 Pass 4² Pass 4NT
 § A K Pass 5§ Pass 5³
  Pass 6NT Pass 7NT 
  Double Pass Pass Pass
  Makeable Contracts
  - 6 - 6 NT
  - 6 - 6 ª
  - 2 - 2 ³
  - 6 - 6 ²
  - 2 - 2 §

While all the nuances and inferences of the auction aren’t clear as a kibitzer it’s hard to imagine what hand 
partner can have where he elects to play, indeed jump to 6NT and that you can convert this to a loss of 13 
IMPs by bidding 7NT. Haughie unsportingly (no doubt checking if he was on lead) doubled and collected 300 
by cashing the ³A and switching to a club. A heart continuation would have been more interesting for the 
bloodthirsty amongst us when declarer would have been forced to guess diamonds or possibly go down 1100 
for some larger number of IMPs (16). 

Board 7 offered the opportunity for Fordham to regain some of those lost IMPs. 
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Dealer: South ª A J 9  West North East South 
Vul: Both ³ A 9 6  Dennison Cormack Stuart Kozakos

Brd  7 ² J 9 5     1§  
Open Tms QF 1/2 § 10 4 3 2  Pass 1NT All Pass 
ª 7 6 3  ª Q 10 4 2 Haughie Sundstrom  Hinge Fordham

³ K Q 10 3  ³ 7 4    1NT [13-15]
² A 4 2  ² Q 10 8 6 Pass 3NT All Pass 
§ Q 7 6  § 9 8 5 Makeable Contracts 
 ª K 8 5   - 1 - 1 NT 
 ³ J 8 5 2   - 1 - - ª 
 ² K 7 3   - 1 - 1 ³ 
 § A K J   1 - 1 - ² 
    - 1 - 1 § 

Difference in methods led to the contrasting contracts, although with a combined 25 count it seems that  
Cormack/Kozakos should have made some efforts to enquire about game. Maybe I shouldn’t be so critical on 
this particular hand as both hands were absolute maximum for their actions and 3NT proved to be lousy about 
as every card is wrong - ªQ, both ³’s, ²A and §Q. All of this meant that Hinge collected 6 IMPs for their 
conservative though arguably not long-term successful action. 

Board 8 saw Fordham fight back by “stealing the pot”. 

Dealer: West ª A 6 5 4 3 2  West North East South 
Vul: None ³ 10 8  Dennison Cormack Stuart Kozakos

Brd  8 ² A K  2³ 2ª 4³ All Pass 
Open Tms QF 1/2 § 10 9 7  Haughie Sundstrom  Hinge Fordham

ª 7  ª K J 8 Pass 1ª 1NT 2ª 
³ J 9 7 4 2  ³ A K 5 3 2NT 3ª All Pass 
² 5 4  ² J 9 8 Makeable Contracts 
§ K Q 6 5 3  § A 8 2  4 - 4 - NT 
 ª Q 10 9   - 2 - 2 ª 
 ³ Q 6   4 - 4 - ³ 
 ² Q 10 7 6 3 2   - 2 - 2 ² 
 § J 4   4 - 4 - § 

Again the differing methods possible led to the swing. In the Open Room the 2³ bid, presumably showing 
hearts and a minor allowed E/W to find their heart fit and play 4³ for 11 tricks. N/S could have saved for a 
likely -300 but that’s usually much easier with a 5/4 fit and where one of the two hands is short in the 
opponents suit – which was not the case here.  

In the closed room North’s decision to open 1ª holding A-A-K is clear cut by everybody’s standards, especially 
playing Precision where his hand is limited. East overcalled 1NT with his balanced 16 count and Fordham’s 2ª 
bid effectively persuaded West to treat his hand as purely competitive. Your Bulletin Editors’ choices ranged 
from 3³ game force down to Lebensohl into 3§. We hate passing at low levels knowing that we hold the 
majority of points. Anyway North found a good bid of 3ª which under my personal methods is 1-2-3 stop – pre-
emptively trying to steal the hand, it worked a treat. Going down one led to a 9 IMP gain for Fordham.  

The final board was the third large swing of the match and probably the hand in bridge I hate MOST of all – a 
6-5-1-1 opposite a non-matching 6-5-1-1 YUK! 

ealer: South ª 10 9 5 4 3  West North East South 
Vul: None ³ 2  Dennison Cormack Stuart Kozakos

Brd 11 ² 10     1² 
Open Tms QF 1/2 § A Q 9 6 5 3  Pass 1ª Pass 2³ 
ª Q J 7  ª K 8 6 2 Pass 2NT Pass 4³ // 
³ Q 8 6 5 3  ³ 9 4 Haughie Sundstrom  Hinge Fordham

² 8 6 2  ² A 5 3    1§ 
§ 10 4  § K J 8 2 Pass 1² Pass 1³ 
 ª A  Pass 2§ Pass 2² 
 ³ A K J 10 7  Pass 2ª Pass 5² // 
 ² K Q J 9 7 4   
 § 7   
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Cormack’s 2NT bid in the closed rooms seems to have been Blackout, alerting partner to holding a poor hand. 
This may have steered him to bid 4³ in the hope that he could hold the hand together using his long diamonds 
as a source of tricks. Most days this would work just fine – not this day however when trumps broke 5-2; a slim 
31% so we could count this as bad luck not bad judgement.  

In the closed room, the Precision auction allowed both hands to make their suits known and Fordham did well 
to place the contract in 5² losing one diamond and one heart. 

On initial inspection it appears that a diamond lead might well have sunk 5² but double dummy declarer play, 
knowing the hearts are splitting badly (welcome to my world) will allow you to make as follows: 

Assume East wins the trump lead and switches to a spade. Declarer then cashes trumps to arrive at this 
position. 

 ª 10   
 ³ 2  
 ² ---  
 § A Q 9 6 5   
ª ?   
³ Q 8 6 5 3  Not Relevant 
² ---   
§ ?   
 ª ---  
 ³ A K J 10 7  
 ² 4  
 § 7  

If West holds two spades OR one spade and a club then a club to dummy and a spade ruff would bring West 
down to the heart suit only and he can then be end-played in that suit – providing declarer is inspired enough 
to cash the ³A followed by the ³J, and if ducked to follow with the ³10 smothering East’s doubleton nine.  

If however he holds five hearts two and clubs, declarer can counter by winning the §A and ruffing a club to 
achieve the heart-only ending. Does anybody hate how well Deep Finesse plays!! 

Six IMPs to Hinge on the final board saw them lead by 32 IMPs to 22 at the half way mark. 

OPEN TEAMS QUARTER FINAL SECOND 12 BOARDS 
Barry Rigal 

The focus would be on PD Times against Neill, with Neill leading 27-23.  

The first deal saw Neill buy the contract unsuccessfully at both tables, losing 100 in one room and 200 in the 
other. 

Dealer: North ª A K Q 6  West North East South 
Vul: Both ³ A 8  Li Neill Feng De Livera
Brd 13 ² 7 4   1§ 1³ Pass 
Open Tms QF2/2 § K Q 10 5 3  Pass Double Pass 2§ 
ª 10 8 7 5  ª 9 4 2 Pass 2ª Pass 3§ 
³ J 4  ³ K Q 7 3 2 Pass Pass Pass 
² K Q 10 9 6  ² A 5 Makeable Contracts 
§ 8 6  § A J 9  1 - 1 - NT 
 ª J 3   1 - 1 - ª 
 ³ 10 9 6 5   1 - 1 - ³ 
 ² J 8 3 2   1 - 1 - ² 
 § 7 4 2   - 2 - 2 § 

Neill’s decision to try for game after his partner’s initial pass and simple club support seems eminently 
reasonable, if a tad aggressive. 

In the other room Fu’s opening lead against 2³ was an eccentric ª3, but it did not hurt his side at all. The 
defenders managed to arrange three spades, a club and three trump tricks for their side via a trump promotion, 
when declarer went after diamonds early.  That meant PD Times led 30-27. 

Neill levelled the match when a board that was passed out in one room by Neill in fourth seat was opened 
unsuccessfully by Chen in the other room.   
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Dealer: South ª K 10 7 5 4   
Vul: N-S  ³ 10 8 7 5   
Brd 15 ² A J   
Open Tms QF2/2 § 6 3   
ª A 6 2  ª J 9 8  
³ Q J 4 3  ³ --- Makeable Contracts 
² K 10 2  ² 9 8 7 5 4 West North East South 
§ Q 8 7  § J 10 9 5 2  - 3 - 3 NT 
 ª Q 3   - 4 - 4 ª 
 ³ A K 9 6 2   - 5 - 5 ³ 
 ² Q 6 3   - - - - ² 
 § A K 4   - 1 - 1 § 

Both tables reached 4³ here, PD Times by North, Neill from the South seat. De Livera received the most 
challenging defence as South, of a club lead, and when he won and played ³K to find the bad news, followed 
by ªQ the defenders won and shifted to a devious ²10. Declarer had three sensible options (finesse, win ²A 
and play spades from the top, or win ²A and finesse spades). He chose the diamond finesse – doubtless 
hoping that if this was wrong he would be able to find a trump endplay on West later so long as that player had 
the right side-suit pattern (3-4-3-3 seems necessary). In the other room Chen as North voluntarily took the 
diamond finesse after winning the club lead and testing hearts. No swing. 

Dealer: West ª 10 8 3   
Vul: E-W  ³ A 10 7 4   
Brd 16 ² 6 2   
Open Tms QF2/2 § K 9 7 5   
ª 9 6 5 2  ª A J  
³ Q 8 5 2  ³ K 9 3 Makeable Contracts 
² Q 4  ² K J 9 8 5 West North East South 
§ 6 3 2  § Q J 4  - 1 - 2 NT 
 ª K Q 7 4   - 3 - 2 ª 
 ³ J 6   - 1 - 1 ³ 
 ² A 10 7 3   - 1 - 1 ² 
 § A 10 8   - 3 - 3 § 

Both tables opened a strong 1NT, and played there. Both defenders had to choose which spade to lead from 
ª K Q 7 4. Fu led the queen, De Livera the four. Whatever the technical merits of the choice, when declarer 
has the doubleton ª A J you can guess which worked better – though a later error by Chen meant the board 
was flat at down one. Still 30-30. 

Dealer: North ª Q 8 5 2   
Vul: None ³ A 10 9 7 4   
Brd 17 ² J 6 4   
Open Tms QF2/2 § 2   
ª K 9 4  ª J 7  
³ 5 3  ³ Q J 8 2 Makeable Contracts 
² A K Q 8 3 2  ² 9 7 West North East South 
§ 10 9  § A Q 8 6 4  2 - 2 - NT 
 ª A 10 6 3   - 2 - 2 ª 
 ³ K 6   - - - - ³ 
 ² 10 5   2 - 2 - ² 
 § K J 7 5 3   1 - 1 - § 

In one room Li bought the hand in 3² as West, by overcalling with that bid over 1§. After a club lead he went 
up with §A and played on spades. The defenders ducked the first spade, won the next and played trumps. 
Now declarer could get his ruff but he could not avoid a trump promotion on the third club, to go with his four 
top losers. In the other room  the limited 2§ opening changed the tempo of the auction, allowing Fu to play 2ª. 

Three rounds of diamonds (East pitching a club) saw Fu ruff and cash two hearts then  lead a club towards his 
hand. Nagy rose with §A and played a heart, ruffed by declarer with ª10 as Lilley discarded his club. Fu 
played a low club and ruffed in dummy, but in the five-card ending he had reached he no longer had a way 
home. 
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Had he instead played ace and another spade, or even led out the club king, he could have survived. As it 
was, he did his best in the endgame when he led a heart and discarded on it. But Nagy played a low club for 
Lilley to ruff with ª9 and declarer could no longer avoid two further losers whatever he did – 3 IMPs to Neill, 
leading by that number. 

Dealer: East ª A 6  West North East South 
Vul: N-S  ³ A 9 7 6 2  Lilley Chen Nagy  Fu
Brd 18 ² J 7 4 2    1ª 2³ 
Open Tms QF2/2 § A 9  Pass 2ª  Double Pass 
ª Q 5 3  ª K J 8 7 4 2 3ª 4³ 4ª Double 
³ 4 3  ³ Q Pass 5³ All pass 
² 8 6 5 3  ² 10 9 Makeable Contracts 
§ J 10 6 2  § K Q 7 3  - 5 - 5 NT 
 ª 10 9   1 - 1 - ª 
 ³ K J 10 8 5   - 6 - 6 ³ 
 ² A K Q   - 5 - 5 ² 
 § 8 5 4   - - - - § 

Chen regained the lead for his team after a well-judged effort here. To be fair, Fu’s 2³ overcall (some would 
hate it, but I can live with it, though only because of the intermediates) was what made the difference. 5³ 
fetched 12 easy tricks, but in the other room the tempo of the auction was completely different after De Livera 
passed over 1ª, and Li muddied the water with a 1NT response. Neill doubled 1NT but De Livera bid to 4³ 
then doubled 4ª, not expecting five trumps opposite, and the defenders could only take 300. The match score 
went to 41-33 after the next five deals generated nothing but two overtrick IMPs. 

The last deal saw PD Times put away their match: 

Dealer: West ª A J 10 9 3  West North East South 
Vul: None ³ K 9 5 3  Li Neill Feng De Livera
Brd 24 ² Q 10 2   Pass 2§ 2² 
Open Tms QF2/2 § 4  3§ 3ª 4§ Pass 
ª 8 7 5  ª Q 6 4 2 Pass 4² All pass 
³ 7 6 4  ³ A J  
² J 9 6  ² 5 Makeable Contracts 
§ A 10 6 5  § K Q 9 8 7 2  - - - - NT 
 ª K   - 3 - 3 ª 
 ³ Q 10 8 2   - 4 - 4 ³ 
 ² A K 8 7 4 3   - 5 - 5 ² 
 § J 3   2 - 2 - § 

Whereas Chen had opened the North cards and reached 4³ in a canter, the auction was more complex in the 
other room 

Feng’s barrage kept his opponents out of 4³ (perhaps Neill might have doubled 3§?). 4² was not challenging 
but 4³ made 450 and PD Times had played extremely well in the second stanza to win comfortably enough. 

In the other encounter Hinge defeated Fordham by what looked like a comfortable margin, however the entire 
match “Hinged” (if I may use that word) on the following deal: 

Dealer: West ª    
Vul: Both ³ K 9 6 3   
Brd 20 ² J 8 5 4   
Open Tms QF2/2 § K 10 4 3 2   
ª A J 6  ª K Q 10 9 4  
³ Q 10 5 2  ³ A J 8 Makeable Contracts 
² A K 9  ² 10 3 2 West North East South 
§ J 8 7  § A 6  5 - 5 - NT 
 ª 8 7 5 3 2   5 - 5 - ª 
 ³ 7 4   4 - 4 - ³ 
 ² Q 7 6   3 - 3 - ² 
 § Q 9 5   1 - 1 - § 
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Haughie-Hinge had a relay auction after a transfer to 2ª which led to West declaring 6ª on a diamond lead, to 
the ten (nice deceptive play) queen and ace. 

Declarer led a heart to the jack, and a spade to hand to find the bad news. A second heart finesse, North 
ducking the ten (I’m sure he would not have covered the queen but if he does that would be fatal) saw 
Haughie run the trumps, coming down to a five-card ending with two diamonds two hearts and one club. 
Sundstrom had to discard on the last trump from two hearts, two diamonds and two clubs, and got it wrong 
when he pitched a heart instead of a club. That meant declarer could cash his extra heart winner and rescue 
triumph from the jaws of defeat. 

OPEN TEAMS SEMI FINALS  
BOARDS 1-10 - WERE THEY PLAYING THE SAME DEALS? 

Barry Rigal 

When Pertamina EP (The Indonesian Open Team) took on PD Times (for China/Taiwan) the score was 10-3 
at the end of the set. In our other match they managed to score almost as many imps as that on five separate 
deals in the ten-board set! 

Let’s see the action: 

After Hinge-Haughie had stretched to a very thin game, down on accurate defence even after spades and 
clubs had split 3-2 with nothing else bad happening, the first major swing deal came along. 

Dealer: East ª 9 8 West North East South
Vul: N-S  ³ Q 10 9 5 Hinge Thomson Haughie McGann

Brd  2 ² A 10 1² Pass
Open Tms S/Fin 1/4 § K J 10 8 4 1³ Pass 1ª Pass
ª K 5 4  ª A J 6 3 2§ Dbl 2² Pass
³ A K J 3  ³ 6 3² Pass 3ª Pass
² Q 7  ² K J 9 8 5 3 4§ Pass 4² Pass
§ A 6 5 3  § Q 7 4³ Pass 5² Pass
 ª Q 10 7 2 6² All pass 
 ³ 8 7 4 2 Makeable Contracts
 ² 6 4 2 5 - 5 - NT
 § 9 2 4 - 3 - ª
  2 - 2 - ³
  5 - 5 - ²
    2 - 2 - § 

One of the problems of setting up a game forcing auction cheaply is that neither hand knows how to limit or 
show extras. Personally I might have rebid 2NT at my third turn as West. Equally, I’d bid 5² as East over 4§, 
and pass 5² as West – but I have this unwholesome desire not to go minus when I should be going plus. Slam 
needed diamonds to behave and a lot of good luck one way or another from the majors, and did not get it. On 
a club lead Haughie correctly took the ace, then played the ³ A K to discard his club loser, then ran his trumps 
so as to squeeze a South player holding ³Q and four small spades. That just led to three down rather than two 
down,  while 3NT (admittedly played the wrong way up), scored +460 for Nunn with the minimum of 
discomfort. 

Both E/W pairs then went for 300 in a partscore (Nunn being especially lucky to avoid a double when Kozakos 
refused to get involved after a passed hand back in over Cormack’s weak no-trump and he held two aces and 
a queen in a balanced hand). 

On the next board however, blood was actually shed, though. 

Dealer: West ª A 6 3 West North East South
Vul: Both ³ K Q 3 Hinge Thomson Haughie McGann

Brd  4 ² K 9 7 Pass 1NT Pass 4§
Open Tms S/Fin 1/4 § A J 7 4 Pass 4ª Pass 4NT
ª J 9 8 7 5  ª 4 Pass 5² Pass 5³
³ 7 6  ³ 9 Pass 6³ Pass 7³//
² A J 8 5  ² Q 10 6 3 2 Makeable Contracts
§ 8 3  § K 10 9 6 5 2 - 6 - 6 NT
 ª K Q 10 2 - 4 - 4 ª
 ³ A J 10 8 5 4 2 - 6 - 6 ³
 ² 4 1 - 1 - ²
 § Q   1 - 1 - § 
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Cormack/Kozakos had dealt competently with intervention to reach 6³. McGann/Thompson had no such 
excuse other than perhaps a lack of partnership – or maybe no agreement as to what Keycard Blackwood was 
in use? 

The learned editors think maybe South was using keycard and thought he had received a 1/4 response. I’m 
not sure if North was doing anything other than cuebidding then answering aces. With the ²A on lead, nothing 
could go wrong with the defence. 

Both E/W pairs then could not stay out of a nearly hopeless 3NT, so it was 17-17 after five deals. Back to the 
bloodletting. 

Dealer: East ª 9   
Vul: E-W  ³ ---   
Brd  6 ² A K Q J 10 9 5 4 2  
Open Tms S/Fin 1/4 § A 10 8   
ª A 8 7 2  ª K Q 10 5  
³ A K J 5 3 2  ³ Q 8 7 Makeable Contracts 
² 8 6  ² 7 West North East South 
§ Q  § K 6 4 3 2  - - - - NT 
 ª J 6 4 3   5 - 4 - ª 
 ³ 10 9 6 4   4 - 4 - ³ 
 ² 3   - 5 - 5 ² 
 § J 9 7 5   - - - - § 

How many diamonds is that North hand worth over a 3rd in hand vulnerable 1³? Thomson thought 5² was 
enough (as would I). Cormack, found the real man’s bid of 6². Both were doubled, Hinge passing out 5² when 
I would have expected him to bid 5³ -- and pick up a huge swing in instead of out. 5² was not a favoured 
contract but the fall of a club honour allowed 11 tricks to come home while it permitted Cormack out for down 
one. She could maybe claim to be unlucky in that if the §J and §Q were switched she would have racked up 
1190 on a heart lead. Maybe so…maybe not. 

Stung by the previous setback, Hinge/Haughie did too much on the next deal. 

Dealer: South ª 7  West North East South 
Vul: Both ³ 5  Hinge Thomson Haughie McGann

Brd  7 ² A J 9 4 2     Pass  
Open Tms S/Fin 1/4 § K J 9 6 4 3  1² Pass 1ª Pass 
ª 8 5  ª K Q 10 9 3 2² Pass 2³ Pass  
³ A K Q  ³ 10 9 4 3 2 3³ Pass 4³ All pass 
² K Q 10 8 5 3  ²  Makeable Contracts 
§ 5 2  § A 10 7  - - - - NT 
 ª A J 6 4 2   3 - 3 - ª 
 ³ J 8 7 6   3 - 3 - ³ 
 ² 7 6   1 - 1 - ² 
 § Q 8   - 1 - 1 § 

I like Hinge’s improvisation of 3³ here, but it got him to a game where the cards lay in remarkably hostile 
fashion. Haughie won the club lead, crossed to a heart, and ruffed out the ²K. So far so good. But when a 
second trump brought the bad news; Haughie passed the ª8, and the roof fell in. McGann won the ªJ, 
returned a trump, overruffed declarer when he tried to ruff a diamond to hand, and led a club to his partner, 
whose hand was high! Down four. 

Brown played 3³ on a similar auction to the one we saw (but since Nunn-Brown were playing transfer rebids 
after 1²-1ª Nunn got to show THREE hearts at his third turn). Brown ducked the club lead, then drew one 
round of trumps before playing spades. That meant she ended up scoring three spades, four hearts and one 
trick in each minor for +140. A great result, worth 11 imps for a 40-17 lead. 

There was time for just one major swing more. Tony Nunn had the chance to be a hero or the goat: 

Holding: ª A 2  ³ J 10 8 7 6  ² K 9 7  § Q 10 3 

He heard 1§ to his right and overcalled 1³. RHO balanced with 2NT, raised to 3NT. What would you lead? He 
led a diamond and was right in the sense that declarer had an unbalanced hand with a double heart stop, with 
dummy providing a third heart stopper, but wrong in that a diamond lead was into the ²AQ and was declarer’s 
ninth trick. 
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Dealer: South ª 8  West North East South 
Vul: None ³ 9 6 5  Hinge Ware Haughie Jacob

Brd 11 ² A 8 7 6 5     1NT 
Open Tms S/Fin 2/4 § A Q 6 5  Pass 3ª Pass 4³ 
ª Q 10 6  ª A 9 7 5 3 2 Pass Pass Pass 
³ Q 7 3  ³ J 8  
² Q 3 2  ² 10 4 Makeable Contracts 
§ J 10 8 4  § K 9 7  - 3 - 3 NT 
 ª K J 4   - - - 1 ª 
 ³ A K 10 4 2   - 5 - 4 ³ 
 ² K J 9   - 5 - 5 ² 
 § 3 2   - 2 - 2 § 

The first deal of the new stanza saw a big swing in both matches. 

Three tables out of four played 4³ (the exception, Kozakos/Cormack playing 3NT when they bid 1³ - 2²- 2NT 
– 3§ - 3NT). 3NT on a spade lead to the ace and a spade continuation went down buckets when declarer took 
the diamond then club finesse and lost both. Somewhat unlucky…maybe. 

In the other room Ware’s jump to 3ª showed a 13(45) pattern. Jacob knew where to go. He took the §A at 
trick one and played a spade. Haughie took the ace and returned a low trump. Now Jacob should have ducked 
a club, but he simply ruffed his spade loser in dummy and drew two rounds of trump, then gave up a club. 
When Haughie won the second club he had only to exit with a spade and declarer would surely have lost a 
diamond at the end. But he shifted to diamonds and that brought the diamond suit in for no loser.  

In our second match Asbi played 4³ on a club lead. He took the losing finesse, won the low trump return in 
hand, and could see nothing better than the diamond finesse. Down one. Fu showed how to play the hand; he 
rose with §A at trick one to play a spade. George took his ace and returned a trump. Declarer won in hand and 
ducked a club, and now George could see that declarer was about to set up the clubs, so he shifted to the 
²10, and now the diamond loser had vanished. +420 made it 21-3 now to PD Times. 

Two boards later, both tables played a hopeless 3NT, instead of their nine-card club fit, where there is a very 
decent play for 12 tricks in 6§ (at worst one out of  a 2-2 break, a 3-3 spade break or the heart finesse). Only 
the last of these three chances comes in, but that is enough. When the defenders led their nine-card fit against 
3NT (108764 facing KQ95) declarer had to play on clubs and let the defenders in. But while Brown and Nunn 
cashed out, Hinge’s discard apparently persuaded Haughie to shift, and another unmakeable contract had 
come home. 

It pains me to tell you that Ware added to their lead on the next deal by opening 1NT on a 5-1-3-4 15-count 
with king-queen-fifth of spades. “Ce n’est pas magnifique ni c’est le bridge” but it led to +90 while 3² in the 
other room went down when on the surface of it there are nine easy tricks. Oh well. 70-31 now, and Ware 
added another 11 imps when an uncouth Hinge/Haughie auction (with the uncouthness coming from the 
former) led to a hopeless 6NT, down a couple, where 6² would have been a reasonable spot. Today 11 tricks 
were the limit, and game was where Brown/Nunn elected to play it.  

At the halfway points in the two matches PD Times led 32-13 while Ware led 82-31. 

We shall take the closer match as our focus for set three, where after a small pick-up for the Indonesians, 
Feng and George were both faced with a decision.  

At favourable vulnerability, holding: ª A 9 3  ³ K 9 8 5 2  ² 4  § 8 5 4 3 they heard the auction go: 

West  North  East  South 
      Pass  1² 
1³   Pass  4³   5§ 
Pass  5²   ??  

With partner holding a 3-5-3-2 nine-count it is possible to construct a hand where this action might have gained 
a little. But today was not one of those days, since your side’s three aces stand up and you have four black-
suit losers. George bid on for Pertamina, Feng did not, and PD Times had 9 imps to lead 41-16. 

Asbi recouped those imps on the next deal: 
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Dealer: South ª K 8 4  West North East South 
Vul: E-W  ³ 9 8 5 4 3  Li Parasian Feng Asbi
Brd  3 ² Q 4 3  Pass 2² Pass 2³ 
Open Tms S/Fin 3/4 § 8 2  Pass Pass Pass 
ª Q J 7  ª 10 9 5 3 2  
³ A J 7  ³ Q 2  
² 7 6  ² A J 5 Makeable Contracts 
§ A 10 9 6 5  § K Q 3  2 - 2 - NT 
 ª A 6   4 - 4 - ª 
 ³ K 10 6   - 1 - 1 ³ 
 ² K 10 9 8 2   - 1 - 1 ² 
 § J 7 4   4 - 4 - § 

I certainly don’t imagine many E/W pairs would find a way into this auction after the 1NT opening. In the other 
room the 1² opener by South saw Karwur double, and George exuberantly leaped to 4ª. With the heart 
finesse succeeding and clubs breaking, that had ten easy tricks, and since 2³ struggled to one down it was 
28-41 now for PD Times. 

Dealer: West ª K 7 2  West North East South 
Vul: Both ³ J  Karwur Chen George Fu

Brd  4 ² 8 3  1§[16+] 3§ Pass Pass 
 § A Q J 10 6 4 3  3³ Pass 4³ All Pass 
ª 8 4  ª J 9 5 3  
³ A K 9 7  ³ 10 8 5 3 2  
² A K Q J 10 7  ² 9 6 2 Makeable Contracts 
§ 7  § 2  - - - - NT 
 ª A Q 10 6   - 4 - 4 ª 
 ³ Q 6 4   4 - 4 - ³ 
 ² 5 4   4 - 4 - ² 
 § K 9 8 5   - 4 - 4 § 

It got even better for Pertamina on the next deal, when both South’s took remarkably passive views in the 
auction – and one was rewarded. In the other room after an identical start Feng as East jumped to 4³ over the 
double; Wowza! 

With 5§ down just one, the defenders had to try to set 4³ or South would look very untrusting. A low club to 
the ace for two rounds of spades saw South shift to a diamond.  In one room Feng as declarer played hearts 
from the top, in the other George cashed one top heart then led to his ²9 to take the heart finesse. The odds 
are so close (North is pretty much known to be 3-(2/1)-7) that maybe it is right to play South for ³Qxx for his 
failure to up the pre-empt? It was 41-all now 

Thomson-McGann and Cormack/Kozakos both took the save here, but Hinge/Haughie had a carding accident 
and tried to cash the wrong three red-suit winners. Thompson was able to discard his remaining red-suit loser 
when he guessed spades, and bring home a wonderful +600. 

Ware/Jacob found another vulnerable save on the next deal (where Feng had a chance to give declarer a very 
nasty choice in a vulnerable game but had missed it – maybe we will see the deal tomorrow). 

Pertamina kept the streak going when Fu went down in a non-vulnerable game that looks a fraction better than 
a finesse, to lead 46-41. 

Dealer: West ª A 9 6 3 2 West North East South
Vul: None ³ A Q 5 4 3 
Brd  8 ² 9 5
Open Tms S/Fin 3/4 § 8 
ª J 10 8 7  ª Q 4
³ 6 2  ³ K 10 8 7
² 10 4 2  ² A K Q J Makeable Contracts
§ A K 9 3  § Q 5 2 3 - 3 - NT
 ª K 5 - - 1 - ª
 ³ J 9 1 - 1 - ³
 ² 8 7 6 3 3 - 3 - ²
 § J 10 7 6 4   2 - 2 - § 
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After a 1ª opener by North both tables reached 3NT the ‘wrong way’ up, letting North lead a heart to the nine 
for a second heart. Declarer had to win and could take two top diamonds and the §Q…what now? Both Norths 
had false-carded in hearts, to conceal the three, so North was not marked with a fifth heart. I’m not sure what 
the percentages say here, but both declarers played a second top club, ending their chances. 

I wish I could tell you that Ware didn’t gain 10 imps when Jacob overcalled 1 NT with ªQx to right-side 3NT 
but honesty compels me to inform you that this is what happened. You don’t have to like it either. 

Dealer: North ª A 8 7 2 
Vul: E-W  ³ 10 5 4 
Brd  9 ² Q
Open Tms S/Fin 3/4 § A Q 10 4 2 
ª 10 9 5  ª Q J 6 4 3
³ J 9 7  ³ A Q 8 2 Makeable Contracts
² A J 9 8 5  ² 7 West North East South
§ J 5  § 8 7 3 - 3 - 3 NT
 ª K 1 - 1 - ª
 ³ K 6 3 - 1 - 1 ³
 ² K 10 6 4 3 2 - 2 - 2 ²
 § K 9 6   - 3 - 3 § 

Both tables reached 3NT here, PD Times after a Precision 2§ opening manoeuvred South into being declarer, 
Pertamina from the North seat after an unspeakable no-trump opener and a 2§ overcall majors by Feng. 

Where Fu was declarer, a low diamond lead gave him a quick eighth trick, and when a heart to the king scored. 
declarer could claim his contract. In the other room Feng led a spade as East against 3NT, and declarer won the 
ªK and fished a low diamond out from the board (yes, maybe he should have come to hand with a club and lead 
a heart up, a genuine line for nine tricks?). Li went into the tank for a long time. Rising with the ²A might be fatal 
if declarer had a 4-3-2-4 pattern with the same sort of hand, or necessary here. But unless declarer had opened 
1NT with a singleton diamond rising with the ²A seemed unlikely to be necessary. Eventually Li ducked, and 
declarer claimed his contract a few seconds later. Exciting flat boards continued: 

Dealer: East ª 6 West North East South
Vul: Both ³ 10 9 7 5 2 Karwur Chen George Fu

Brd 10 ² A Q J 6 Pass 1NT
Open Tms S/Fin 3/4 § J 6 2 Pass 2² Pass 2³
ª A Q 10 8 7  ª K 9 5 3 2 2ª Pass Pass 3³
³ Q 3  ³ J 8 Pass Pass 3ª All Pass
² 9 5  ² 7 4 3 2 Li Parasian Feng Asbi

§ A 10 9 7  § K 8 Pass 1NT
 ª J 4 Pass 2² Pass 2³
 ³ A K 6 4 2ª Dbl Pass 3³
 ² K 10 8 Pass Pass 3ª 4³ //
 § Q 5 4 3 

There was no defence to 3ª, indeed Hinge as West made 4ª on a low club lead, when the club suit ruffed out 
as a discard for the heart loser. In the other room 4³ was also very close to making. Li led the ªA and then 
after some cogitation over the significance of East’s ª2 shifted to a low club to take the club ruff, necessary to 
defeat the contract. Well done – and just a loss of 1 imp. It was 47-41 at set end. 

The final countdown: Ten deals to go, all to play for, Pertamina leading PD Times by 47-41. Pertamina 
doubled their lead on the first deal out. 

Dealer: South ª A 7 West North East South
Vul: None ³ K J 2 Li Parasian Feng Asbi

Brd 11 ² J 4 3 Pass 2ª 3ª Pass
Open Tms S/Fin 4/4 § Q 10 7 6 4 4ª Dbl All pass 
ª K 4  ª J 9 8 6 5 3 2 Karwur Chen George Fu
³ 10 8 4  ³ A 9 7 3  1NT
² A 9 8 6 2  ² 10 5 Pass 3NT All Pass 
§ K J 2  § Makeable Contracts 
 ª Q 10 - 3 - 3 NT
 ³ Q 6 5 2 - 2 - ª
 ² K Q 7 - - - - ³
 § A 9 8 5 3 - 1 - 1 ²
  - 3 - 3 §

In 4ªx Feng lost two spades, two hearts and a diamond. Down 300 would represent a reasonable position if 
3NT were to come home. Fu played the no-trump game on a low diamond lead and won the ²J to lead a heart 
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up. When East ducked Fu’s ³Q won and now if he had cashed §A he would have known where West’s entry 
was. When he gave the opponents too much respect and played a second heart back at once, the defenders 
won and cleared diamonds with the §K as the inevitable entry to the long diamonds. 8 imps to PD times, up 
55-41. 

Dealer: West ª 10 4   
Vul: N-S  ³ A Q 10 6 4   
Brd 12 ² 10 8 5 3   
Open Tms S/Fin 4/4 § J 10   
ª Q 9 3  ª 8 7  
³ J 9 8 7  ³ K 2 Makeable Contracts 
² A 7  ² K Q J 9 6 West North East South 
§ A Q 8 7  § K 9 6 4  4 - 4 - NT 
 ª A K J 6 5 2   1 - 1 - ª 
 ³ 5 3   1 - 1 - ³ 
 ² 4 2   4 - 4 - ² 
 § 5 3 2   4 - 4 - § 

At both tables the auction started: 1NT-Pass-3NT. Fu doubled for a spade (shorter major?) lead, Asbi did not. I 
like Fu’s position – I think you lose 4/6 imps from time to time but gain much more than that at least one time in 
three. This was not one of those times: Fu ducked the spade lead round to the queen, and declarer then 
cashed the next nine winners for +650. It was 61-41 now. 

On the next deal George and Feng held in first seat with nobody vulnerable. 

ª A K Q 10 9 7  ³ 8  ² 8  § 10 9 8 6 2 

Feng opened 1ª and competed to 4ª over 4³, George passed initially (you don’t have to believe it or like it – 
them’s the facts) then came in with 3ª and sold out to 4³. 4³ made 420, 4ªx bought the doubleton §J (good!) 
but the rest of dummy was a 2-4-5-2 Yarborough and clubs were 5-1, so all Feng could take were her spades. 
Down 800 and Pertamina had scored 24 imps without reply to lead by 30. 

Dealer: South ª Q J 9 4  West North East South 
Vul: N-S  ³ K 4 2  Karwur Chen George Fu

Brd 15 ² A J 9 8 4 2     1§ [16+] 
Open Tms S/Fin 4/4 §   1³ 2² 2³ 3§  
ª 7 6 5  ª 10 8 3 Pass 3² Pass 4§  
³ Q 9 8 7 6  ³ A J 5 Pass 5§ All pass 
² Q 10 5  ² K 7 6 Makeable Contracts 
§ 4 3  § K 8 7 2  - 3 - 2 NT 
 ª A K 2   - 4 - 3 ª 
 ³ 10 3   - 1 - - ³ 
 ² 3   - 3 - 3 ² 
 § A Q J 10 9 6 5   - 5 - 4 § 

With Chen’s hand I might have tried 3ª over 3§ but I don’t think the result would have been any different.  
With South declarer in 5§ the heart lead from West doomed the contract immediately. In the other room a 
natural club saw North invite game with 2NT at his second turn, and Feng did very well to lead a heart. Had 
she led ³J I assume Li would not have overtaken – which might have given declarer insuperable problems? 
She led ³A and then played ³J, overtaken by Li and ducked. Li shifted to ²Q rather than a low diamond, 
making declarer’s decision to win and cross to a spade to clear clubs an easy one. 12 more imps made it 36-0. 

That was the end of the serious action on the set. Each team picked up a partscore, and  Pertamina won the 
set 42-5 to cap a remarkable comeback from 29 imps down with eighteen deals to go to win by 43.  

FAST START PROPELS NOVICE TEAMS WINNERS 
Brent Manley 

Three players from Brisbane and another from Melbourne started strongly in an action-filled Novice Teams 
final, winning 138.1 to 106 over a foursome from Mount Tamborine. 

The winners are Justine Wlodarczyk, Bronnwyn White, Margaret Teitzel – all from Brisbane – and Caroline 
Marshall of Melbourne. 

The runners-up are Denise Merrin, Mary Smith, Joanne Evans and Sheena Pollock. The team came back in 
the second half of the match and won by 20 IMPs in the fourth quarter, but it was not enough. 
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The winners actually trailed by 11 IMPs after the first board. 

Dealer: North ª K 9 7  West North East South 
Vul: None ³ A 10 9 5  Merrin Wlodarczyk Smith White

Brd  1 ² Q 5 3   1NT Pass 2NT 
Novice Tms Fin 1/4 § A K 6  Pass 3NT All Pass 
ª 10 3 2  ª Q J 6 4  
³ Q 7 6  ³ K 4 2  
² J 9  ² A 7 6 Makeable Contracts 
§ Q 8 7 3 2  § J 9 5  - 3 - 3 NT 
 ª A 8 5   - 2 - 2 ª 
 ³ J 8 3   - 4 - 4 ³ 
 ² K 10 8 4 2   - 4 - 4 ² 
 § 10 4   - 1 - 1 § 

Smith started with the ª4. Wlodarczyk played low from dummy and took Merrin’s 10 with the king. The ²Q 
was next, Smith ducking smoothly. She played low again when Wlodarczyk tried a low diamond from hand. 
Wlodarczyk made the reasonable play of putting in the 10, but Merrin won the jack and returned a spade. 
Wlodarczyk won the ªA and tried a heart to the 10, but Smith took the king, cashed two spades and the ²A 
before switching to the §J. Wlodarczyk finished three down for minus 150. 

At the other table, Evans got the same lead but managed the diamond suit more successfully to emerge with 
nine tricks and plus 400 for the first big swing of the match. 

The Wlodarczyk team came right back on the second deal with a swing of their own when 4ª by Smith fell 
short by a trick for minus 50 while Teitzel made it at the other table for plus 420. That was 10 IMPs to the 
Wlodarczyk team. 

The score was 11-10 for the Merrin squad when board 6 came along. At the other table, Marshall and Teitzel 
reached 4ª and managed 11 tricks for plus 650. Merrin and Smith, however, got only to the three level. That 
was 10 IMPs to the opponents. Another double-digit swing was in the offing for the Wlodarczyk team on board 
7. 

Dealer: South ª 3  West North East South 
Vul: Both ³ 10 7 6 5 4  Merrin Wlodarczyk Smith White

Brd  7 ² J 10 5 4     Pass 
Novice Tms Fin 1/4 § 9 8 7  1§ Pass 1³ 1ª 
ª K Q 2  ª J 5 4 1NT Pass 4§ Pass 
³ J 9 2  ³ A K 8 3 4³ Pass 5§ Pass 
² A K 8  ² Q 2 5ª Pass 6NT All Pass 
§ 10 6 5 3  § A K J 2 Makeable Contracts 
 ª A 10 9 8 7 6   6 - 6 - NT 
 ³ Q   3 - 3 - ª 
 ² 9 7 6 3   5 - 5 - ³ 
 § Q 4   4 - 4 - ² 

    5 - 5 - § 

Evans and Pollock  bid to 3NT, making 10 tricks for plus 630. White and Merrin were more ambitious. 

The notrump slam can actually be made, but it requires some against-the-odds play. Merrin made one good 
guess but not a second. Wlodarczyk led her singleton spade, taken by White with the ace. Merrin won the 
spade return in hand and considered her chances. After some thought, she played a club to the ace and 
followed with the king. The sight of the §Q was welcome, but she still had only 11 tricks. After cashing the 
clubs, ending in hand, Merrin tried  the ³J, perhaps in hopes that North had the queen and 10, in which case 
North would certainly cover, allowing Merrin to later finesse against the 10. When the jack lost to the queen, 
Merrin was down and the Wlodarczyk team had a 12-IMP gain. 

Another 9 IMPs went to Wlodarczyk when the captain was allowed to play in 1² at one table, going off one, 
when the opponents were on for 4³, which was bid at the other table. The set finished with the Wlodarczyk 
team ahead 41-11. 

In the second set, the Wlodarczyk team bid game at both tables: 5² by North, making six, for plus 420 and 5³ 
by West, making for plus 450. That meant 13 more IMPs to the Wlodarczyk squad. 
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Near the end of the second set, the Merrin squad engineered a swing with some aggressive bidding while 
East-West at the other table played an awkward 4ª contract on a 5-1 fit. 

Dealer: East ª J 9 2 West North East South
Vul: E-W  ³ 10 8 7 4 Merrin Wlodarczyk Smith White

Brd 22 ² Q 3 2² Pass
Novice Tms Fin 2/4 § A 9 5 4 5² Pass Pass Pass
ª K Q 7 6 4  ª 3
³ A Q J 2  ³ 9 6 5 3
² A J 2  ² K 10 9 8 6 5 Makeable Contracts
§ 3  § K 6 4 - 4 - NT
 ª A 10 8 5 2 - 2 - ª
 ³ K 4 - 4 - ³
 ² 7 4 5 - 5 - ²
 § Q J 10 8 7 2   - 1 - 1 § 

White led the §Q, taken by Wlodarczyk with the ace for a switch to the ª9. Smith couldn’t tell how many 
spades her partner had, but she didn’t want to play the ace and set up dummy’s two spade honors, so she 
played low. Smith took the spade in dummy, played the ²A and a diamond to her hand, then played a low 
heart. South’s king popped up, but Smith still had a loser in the suit because of the 4-1 split. Fortunately, she 
could discard dummy’s low heart on the §K. That was plus 600. 

At the other table, Marshall and Teitzel got mixed up in the bidding and landed in 4ª by West. Marshall did 
well to finish at one down, but it was still a 12-IMP loss. 

The Merrin team started the second half of the match with a bang when Evans and Pollock bid and made 6NT 
at their table on the first board while Wlodarczyk and White were stopping in 3NT, making with an overtrick for 
plus 430. That was 12 IMPs to the trailing team. 

Wlodarczyk hit back on board 4. 

Dealer: West ª K 7 West North East South
Vul: Both ³ 9 6 2 Merrin Wlodarczyk Smith White

Brd  4 ² A J 5 3 2 Pass 1² Pass 1ª
Novice Tms Fin 3/4 § K 9 6 Pass 1NT Pass 3NT
ª A Q 2  ª 10 9 6 5 Pass Pass Pass 
³ 10 7 5  ³ K Q J 8 4
² 8 7 6 4  ² 10 9 Makeable Contracts
§ 10 3 2  § J 5 - 5 - 5 NT
 ª J 8 4 3 - 3 - 3 ª
 ³ A 3 - 1 - 1 ³
 ² K Q - 6 - 6 ²
 § A Q 8 7 4   - 6 - 6 § 

Wlodarczyk had loads of tricks with both minors breaking favorably and the ªA in front of the king. Wlodarczyk 
finished with 11 tricks for plus 660. At the other table, Evans and Pollock didn’t get past 3§, making with an 
overtrick for plus 130. It was an 11-IMP loss. 

On board 7, Merrin and Smith were at it again, bidding aggressively to 5², which was another maker for plus 
600 while the game was missed at the other table. That was 10 more IMPs to the Merrin team. 

The swings helped the Merrin team compete more effectively in the set three, losing by just 42-40. The team 
staged a rally in the fourth set, outscoring their opponents 36-16 with three big swings, including this one. 

Dealer: South ª 8 West North East South
Vul: E-W  ³ Q 9 8 7 5 Merrin Wlodarczyk Smith White

Brd 19 ² A 10  Pass
Novice Tms Fin 4/4 § J 8 6 5 4 Pass Pass 1ª Pass
ª 7 4 2  ª A K 10 9 5 2ª Pass 3ª Pass
³ A 10 6 4  ³ K 4ª All Pass 
² K 8 6 4  ² 7 5 2 Makeable Contracts
§ Q 3  § A K 10 2 3 - 3 - NT
 ª Q J 6 3 3 - 3 - ª
 ³ J 3 2 1 - 1 - ³
 ² Q J 9 3 3 - 3 - ²
 § 9 7   2 - 2 - § 
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It’s important to bid vulnerable games at IMPs, even if they aren’t ironclad. When Smith made her invitation, 
Merrin was happy to accept. A communication glitch on defense allowed the contract to make for plus 620, a 
10-IMP gain because the contract at the other table was 2ª, making three for plus 140. 

The Merrin team didn’t win, but they showed they have grit and determination, finishing with a strong showing. 
Their team motto might well be “Wait ‘til next year!”    

OUR FRIDAY WINNERS 

 
Winners Rookies Pairs 

Jamaluddin Rayani - Parveen Rayani 
Winners Seres McMahon Mixed Teams 

Michael Wilkinson, Marlene Watts, Susan Crompton,Michael Prescott

 
 
 
 

Windows Friday Teams 
Jonathan Free, Terry Brown, Sue Ingham, 

Howard Melbourne 

CRYPTIC SOLUTIONS 

1. North or west-going precedes the opening lead in King and Queen (10) Ans: RON KLINGER 

2. Leads Spades and responds: “thanks”. Holds a Jack but not a King (10) Ans: SARTAJ HANS 

3. “D” (10) Ans: DAVID STERN 

4. He misdealt lemon goulash (15) Ans: ISHMAEL DELMONTE 

5. They cover reset bulls essentially (12) Ans: THERESE TULLY 

6. He rules like a drunken duck! (11) Ans: LAURIE KELSO 

7. The English police gates, perhaps (12) Ans: BOBBY RICHMAN 

8. Mister troubled bridge opponents! (8) Ans: TIM SERES  

9. Potter, maybe,  around hesitation times (11) Ans: GUMBY LAZER 

10. Sultanate interlaced with dungeon (10) Extra 1-word  clue: Sailor, loud and quiet tenant (3,9) Ans:  
BRUCE NEILL (Extra clue: ABF  PRESIDENT) 
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BRIDGE FOR THE IMPROVER 
Ron Klinger 

Dlr: South Vul: All
North
ª J 10 7 3
³ K Q 8 7 3
² J
§ J 9 5

West
ª 6 4
³ J 10 2
² A K 10 9 8 4 3
§ 10

West North East South
         1NT (15-17) 
3²   Dble (1) Pass  3NT 
Pass  Pass  Pass 

(1) Takeout 

Play Starts ²A-²J-²2-²5
What do you play at trick two? 

Answer: Tell it like it is 

South opened 1NT, West bid diamonds, 
North doubled for takeout and South bid 3NT. 
West began with the ²A-²J-²2-²5: It was 
clear that South had started with at least 
²Q-x-x and so West had to decide how to 
continue. If South had four diamonds there 
was no hope. With no entry outside 

diamonds, West must hope that East has a second diamond and so 
needs to find East’s entry. 

There was no attractive switch and West chose the §10. That allowed 
South to collect five club tricks and five heart tricks for +630. Had West 
switched to a spade, East could win and either cash the spades and 
switch to diamonds or shift to diamonds at once.  Either way the defenders would collect ten tricks instead of 
declarer.  

A useful tip: When dummy turns up with a singleton in the suit led, use a suit-preference signal regardless of 
your normal signalling agreements when an ace is led. Here the ²2 asks for a club switch and denies any 
interest in diamonds. 

BRIDGE HOLIDAYS WITH SUZIE AND RON KLINGER IN 2015 

Tuesday May 5 to Kangaroo Island – Includes  daily bridge workshops and duplicates,  
Tuesday May 12  plus visits to Seal Bay, Remarkable Rocks, Admirals Arch, sheep dairy, 

honey farm and others. 

Sunday July 5, to  Tangalooma Wild Dolphin Resort – Moreton Island, off Brisbane, 
Sunday July 12 includes Whale Watch cruise and Island Tour. 

Wednesday August 5 to       An intimate luxury Mediterranean cruise on Silversea’s Silver Wind – 
Saturday August 22  commencing Monte Carlo, Monaco, to Civitavecchia, Rome. Ports include St 

Tropez and Marseille, France, Alcudia, Valencia, Barcelona, Palma De 
Mallorca and Ibiza Spain, then Sardinia and Portofina, Florence, Italy, 
finishing at Civitavecchia (Rome). 

Monday November 16 to       Norfolk Island 
Monday November 23     

TELEPHONE: (02) 9958 5589 OR 0411 229 705  EMAIL: SUZIE@RONKLINGERBRIDGE.COM 
Brochures available on request – HOLIDAY BRIDGE, P.O. BOX 140, NORTHBRIDGE NSW 1560 

  ª J 10 7 3
    ³ K Q 8 7 3 
    ² J 
    § J 9 5 

ª 6 4        ª A K Q 5 
³ J 10 2     ³ 9 6 5 
² A K 10 9 8 4 3  ² 7 2 
§ 10      § 7 6 4 2 

    ª 9 8 2 
    ³ A 4 
    ² Q 6 5 
    § A K Q 8 3 
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COSMETICS 
PLUS 

Our Major Sponsor 
Stores: Australia Fair, Browns Plains, Cairns Central, Caloundra, Capalaba, 
Carindale, Chermside, Garden City, Helensvale, Hervey Bay, Indooroopilly, 
Ipswich, Logan Hyperdome, Mackay (Canelands), Morayfield, North Lakes, 
Pacific Fair, Redbank Plaza, Robina, Rockhampton, Springfield, Strathpine, 
Sunshine Plaza, Toowoomba (Clifford Gardens & Grand Central), Townsville 
(Stocklands), Victoria Point, TweedCity and Wynnum Plaza. Now in W.A.: 
Carousel, Galleria, Innaloo, Midland, Perth City & Whitfords (Gloss Stores) 

HEAD OFFICE:  41 BULCOCK ST,  CALOUNDRA, QLD  4551 
PH: 07-5437-0666 FAX:  07-5437-0966 

EMAIL: admin@cosmeticsplus.com.au 

NEED TRANSPORT HOME FROM THE GOLD COAST CONGRESS?
OR DO YOU WANT TO SHARE A TAXI TO THE AIRPORT  

If you are looking for a “ride” home after the tournament you really should visit the travel desk outside 
the Administration Office where players can exchange offers of a ride with people needing one.

TBIB INSURANCES 
Come and visit the TBIB stand in the foyer to discuss all your insurance needs including Travel Insurances 
Renewals - enter the Lucky Door prize.  Our team will be present an hour before & after play each day. 

 

CHOCOLATE FROG AWARD 

Julian Foster nominated Graeme Wakefield: In the Ivy Dahler Swiss Pairs match 3 board 21 (pair 65 v pair 57).  
Julian opened 1NT as North and Graeme bid 2² systemically showing a single suiter.  His partner alerted it 
and (mis)described it as both majors. His partner proceeded to bid 3NT and Graeme showed his active ethics 
and passed. Three notrumps went three down, though as it happens 4ª also fails – but passing is clearly the 
ethical action.   

A NOTE IN THE BULLETIN BOX  

In the spirit of honest reporting we advise that the following note has been received from Arthur Bennett and 
we leave it to you to decide whether he is serious, joking or simply being provocative.  

David, We note that in today’s Bulletin the front page was a picture of all the “INTERNATIONAL” players 
complete with the word “welcome” in all their languages. SADLY where was the word Kia Ora in the NZ 
language and where was the mention of us Kiwi Internationals? Don’t be bitter about the NZ Breakers 
thrashing Adelaide nor the probable (Ed: haha) outcome of the cricket. BUT please make a proper 
recompense by inviting all Kiwis (including those resident in Oz and including Kiwi directors) to all come to the 
front foyer for a group photo!! Thank you Arthur Bennett, proudly KIWI. A lot of possible comments spring to 
mind but then so does my love of working on this Bulletin. 
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YOUR SMILING HELPFUL STAFF 

 

 

 

The Caffinators: Michael Ellaway, Geoff Goulding, Ray Ellaway, Saleem Williams, Nicola Goulding 

The Law: Back Row: Dave Parham, John McIlrath, Sebastian Yuen, Trevor Strickland, Sean Mullamphy, Diarmuid 
Reddan, Jan Peach, Julie Jeffries, Chris Snook, Caroline Wiggins, Murray Wiggins Front Row: Ed Barnes, Peter 

Busch, Laurie Kelso, Peter Marley, Alan Gibson, Simon Edler. 

Caddies Back Row – Kim McCusker (Floor Manager), Ashley McKenzie, Ben Goulding (Floor Manager/Senior Caddy), Scott Ellaway ( 
Senior Caddy), Pip Goulding, Anastazia Candido, Sarah Lucciti , Emily Mitchell (Senior Caddy), Matt Mitchell, Erin King, Kyle Aubrey, 

Victoria Moren, Amber Baumanis (Floor Manager)  
Front Row – Jinny Fuss, Eriza Alejo, Niamh McCusker, Jaime Crowe, Giulia Perri, Zinia King, Jess Mayer, Kloe Wright 
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N/S   ª 9 4 
North   ³ J 4 2 
    ² 10 3 
    § K J 10 7 5 3 

    ª A K J 10 8 5 
    ³ A 5 
    ² K 9 5 2 
    § 4 

West  North  East  South 
   Pass  1²   Double 
1³   2§   Dble (1) 3ª 
Pass  4ª   All Pass   

(1) Three card raise in hearts 
Opening Lead ²4 

  ª 9 4 
    ³ J 4 2 
    ² 10 3 
    § K J 10 7 5 3 

ª Q       ª 7 6 3 2  
³ Q 10 9 8 6    ³ K 7 3 
² 8 6 4      ² A Q J 7 
§ A 9 8 6     § Q 2 

    ª A K J 10 8 5 
    ³ A 5 
    ² K 9 5 2 
    § 4 

BARRY’S PROBLEMS 

Barry Rigal 

Today’s deal is all about counting. See if you can match declarer’s 
effort from the finals of a recent US trials.  

Roger Bates declared a game that would have been impossible to 
make on a heart lead. However, on a diamond lead and heart shift (a 
trump switch would have worked better, but one can understand 
East’s play) Bates was still in with a chance. How did he play? 

ANSWER 

I thought Roger Bates handled his delicate game contract very 
carefully, finding a fine line of play in his contract of four spades. His 
partner Ralph Katz thought the three spade call was forcing -- as 
would I -- so maybe the South hand is not worth more than a bid of 
two spades at the second turn after the initial double.  

After a diamond lead and 
heart shift Bates went up with 
the heart ace and played a 

club, and West took his ace and tried two more rounds of hearts. Bates 
ruffed, led the diamond king and ruffed a diamond, then cashed the 
club king and observed the fall of the queen from East. Assuming this 
to be a true card, East was known to hold three hearts, four diamonds, 
and apparently only two clubs, and thus must have four spades. 
Accordingly, a single finesse in spades would not bring the suit home 
safely, and the only legitimate chance was to find West with the 
singleton spade queen.  

So Bates played a trump to the ace, and was rewarded by seeing the 
queen fall, to bring his contract home. 

 

COMMON ERRORS AND HOW TO AVOID THEM 
Brent Manley 

This happened at a club game. West opened 1², East bid 1³. West rebid 2NT and East bid 3§, Alerted by 
West, who then bid 3NT. When asked the meaning of the Alert, West said it was a natural bid but her partner 
might have meant something different. The opponent said a natural bid didn’t need an Alert. Said West: “Well, 
I Alerted in case I shouldn’t have.” 

COVERING (OR FAILING TO COVER) HONORS 

I played with a good intermediate player for a couple of years and we had some good games. She had decent 
technical skills, but for some reason she was loath to cover honours in certain situations, notably when 
declarer played the jack toward the A-Q in dummy. Just about every time it came up, I was sitting there with 
three to the 10 in the suit. 

When I commented, she said, “But what if he has the 10?” In that case, there’s nothing to be done. Declarer 
will win the ace, queen and 10 in the suit. 

Yes, declarer made a bad play by tabling the jack. If declarer played low to the queen and my partner started 
with a doubleton king, there would be three tricks available. Playing the jack would compress them to two. 

If you want to succeed at this game, you must learn when it’s right to cover and when it’s not. There are 
occasions when it’s not right to cover. Here’s are a couple of them: 

Dummy has Q-J-9 and you hold three to the king. When declarer calls for dummy’s queen, you should play 
low. Do you see why? 

(1) If you cover the queen, declarer will win the ace and then have a finessing position against partner’s 10. If 
declarer has the 10, it won’t matter when you cover. If you play low and declarer does not have the 10, he 
might play the jack next, hoping that your partner started with a doubleton 10. In that case, it would go jack, 
king, ace,10 and dummy’s 9 would be good. If partner’s 10 was not doubleton, it will be promoted to a trick if 
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declarer plays the jack next and you cover. If you have the doubleton K-10, you must cover and hope that 
declarer finesses your partner for the 10. 

(2) Dummy has A-5-4-3 and you hold Q-9-6. Declarer plays the jack, possibly fishing for the queen with a 
holding of K-J-10-x in hand. If you play low smoothly, declarer may go up with the ace and play your partner 
for the queen. If, however, declarer’s holding is something like J-10-8-2, you must play low to assure your side 
of two tricks in the suit. 

Say you cover the jack with the queen. Declarer wins the ace and plays a low diamond from dummy. Your 
partner, holding doubleton king and must play it. Now declarer’s ²10 is good. You win one trick. 

If you play low on the lead of the jack, partner will win the king and you will have the Q-9 remaining. When 
declarer leads the suit again. Your 9 will knock out the ace and your queen will be good. 

Here’s a card combination that many new players overlook. Say you are in 4ª and have lost three tricks but 
have no other losers outside of trumps. You are in dummy for the last time and have this trump holding: 

ªJ 9 4 3 

ªA Q 10 2 

You cannot afford a loser in this suit. How will you play it?  

Obviously, the king must be on your right. You can protect against four to the king by starting with the 9. It 
holds and you are still in dummy. Now you can play the jack and let it run if RHO plays low. You are still in 
dummy and can finish off the suit by playing low to the queen. If RHO covers the 9 or jack, your high spades 
will take the rest. It doesn’t work to play the jack first. If you don’t unblock the 10, you will be in hand after a 
second finesse and the 4-1 break will beat you. If you unblock the 10, East will certainly take a trick because 
you will be stuck in your hand or RHO will cover the 9 to assure himself of a trump trick. 

SIMPLE STAYMAN WITH 5-4 IN THE MAJORS & GAME FORCE 
Andy Hung 

Partner opens 1NT and you have 5-4 or 4-5 in the majors with enough values for game. How do you treat such 
hands?  

One possible solution is to transfer to the 5-card Major suit and bid your other Major suit. The problem with this 
however is that responder might end up as the declarer with the 1NT opener’s hand on the table.  

For example, if the auction goes 1NT-2²;2³-2ª and a 4-4 spade fit exists, responder will be the one declaring 
the contract. Rightsiding the contract may not be an issue for you, but it is certainly an issue that you shouldn’t 
ignore.  

So is there a better method? Well, if you play Simple Stayman, then the solution is quite simple. When 
responder has enough for game and holds 5-4 in the Major, you should simply go via 2§ Simple Stayman.  

If partner responds 2-Major, you’re happy as you can raise to 4-Major. And if partner responds 2² saying no 4-
card Major, you can now jump to your 4-card Major at the 3-level, to say that you have 5-cards in the other¬-
Major, and enough values for game. 

1NT 2§  
2²  3³   Showing 4³ and 5ª’s, Game-force 
  3ª   Showing 4ª and 5³’s, Game-force 

The reason why you jump to your 4-card Major is so you can right-side the contract if a 5-3 fit exists in the 
other Major. Since opener has already denied a 4-card major with the 2² response, you can safely jump to 
your 4-card Major knowing that you won’t have a 4-4 fit in that suit. 

This solution is also known as Smolen, a convention that is frequently used as an extension of Simple 
Stayman.  

Playing Smolen frees up the sequences of 1NT-2² ; 2³-2ª and 1NT-2³ ; 2ª-3³. What can you use them for? 
Whatever you and your partner want, but one suggestion might be that you can use the former auction to 
show 5³4ª and an invitational hand, and the latter auction to show 5+ª and 5+³ and a game-forcing hand. 

Extended Smolen  

In the discussion above we looked at how to show 5-4 Majors with game-forcing values opposite a 1NT 
opening. This was via three of a major Smolen bids, as shown in the table below: 
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1NT 2§    Showing Simple Stayman 
2²      2² = No Major 
  3³    Showing 4³ and 5ª, Game-force 
  3ª    Showing 4ª and 5³, Game-force 

We can now extend this even further. Instead of 3³ or 3ª Smolen, what does it mean if responder jumps to 
4§, 4², 4³, or 4ª? 

Both 4³ and 4ª look like they are to play, and because they bypass 3NT, they should therefore imply a six 
card major. Since responder went via 2§ Stayman, this must imply that responder is 6-4 in the majors. In other 
words, 4³ shows 6³ and 4ª and 4ª shows 6ª and 4³. 

Similarly, 4§ and 4² can be used as a delayed Texas transfer, also showing 6-4 in the majors. That is, 4§ 
shows 6³ and 4ª and 4² shows 6ª and 4³ (the lower minor suit shows the longer lower major suit). Since 
there is an overlap between 4§/4² and 4³/4ª, you can now split your ranges. 

1NT 2♣    Showing Simple Stayman,) 
2²      2² = No Major 
  3³    Showing 4³ and 5♠, Game-force 
  3ª    Showing 4ª and 5³, Game-force 
  4§    Showing 6³ and 4♠, Slam try 
  4²    Showing 6ª and 4³, Slam try 
  4³    Showing 6³ and 4♠, To play 
  4ª    Showing 6ª and 4³, To play 

It is correct for the slam try hands to be put within the 4§/4² bids, because 4§ and 4² both allow space for 
opener to make a ‘noise’ to suggest a bit of interest (e.g. the 4§ bid allows opener to bid 4²). 

The above structure can be beneficial as it allows you to locate your 4-4 fit first, before your 6-2 or 6-3 fit, and 
a 4-4 fit might be able to generate additional trick(s).  

However, don’t forget to use your judgement. If your four-card major suit is quite weak, it might be better to 
play in your six-card suit (i.e. don’t bother with 2§ to find that 4-4 fit): a weak 4-4 fit may prove to be difficult to 
play in when faced with a bad trump break. 

Opener’s Continuation Over Smolen 

With no fit for responder’s longer major, opener bids 3NT. With a fit and a minimum opener retreats to four of 
partner’s longer major. Other actions are cuebids agreeing responder’s longer suit. 

A FOUR OR SIX HAND? 
Barry Rigal 

This was Ron Klinger’s witty description for the deal – which might feature a candidate for a Golden Frog 
award under the category of worst enforcement of the Laws. Ron also went to great lengths to point out that 
his team was not involved. 

Dealer: East ª A 10 9 8 7 4   
Vul: N-S  ³ A Q 8   
Brd  2 ² 6   
 § Q 10 2   
ª J  ª 6  
³ K 10 9 3  ³ J 6 5 2 Makeable Contracts 
² Q J 9 8 7 5 3 2  ² K 10 West North East South 
§ ---  § A K 8 7 6 3  - 3 - 3 NT 
 ª K Q 5 3 2   - 4 - 5 ª 
 ³ 7 4   2 - 2 - ³ 
 ² A 4   2 - 2 - ² 
 § J 9 5 4   - 1 - 1 § 

A tangled auction led to a contract of 5ªxx by South. 11 tricks were made at every table, except our hero’s.  

At this table East led the club ace out of turn, giving declarer the option as to what he could do. From the five 
options including: 

 Accepting the lead, spreading his hand and become dummy 
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 Accept the lead; his partner tables his hand and becomes dummy with the lead going round towards 
dummy 

 Insisting on a club lead from West 

 Prohibiting a club lead from West 

 Allow any lead and the §A becomes a penalty card to be played at the first legal opportunity. 

Had he made the club ace a penalty card, East would have been forced to discard that card on the run of the 
trumps allowing declarer to lose just one trick and making six. 

South’s actual choice was to accept the club lead, and now the defenders took their two club winners and the 
spade ruff for down one. 

Ivy Dahler Open Butler Swiss Pairs 
Rank Pair Names Total Rank Pair Names Total 
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Rank Pair Names Total Rank Pair Names Total 

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

Ivy Dahler Restricted Butler Swiss Pairs 
Rank Pair Names Total Rank Pair Names Total 
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Seres-McMahon Mixed Teams & Friday Teams 
Place No. Team Members          Score  

1 12 Susan Crompton - Michael Wilkinson - Michael Prescott - Marlene Watts 99.52 
2 1 Zhenghong Xu - Aiping Zhu - Lei Chen - Yuhong Zhang - Yongzhong Chen - Luoluo Dong 97.68 
3 35 Jonathan Free - Sue Ingham - Howard Melbourne - Terry Brown 94.24 
4 13 Christine Duckworth - Brian Callaghan - David Mcleish - Paula Mcleish 91.27 
5 16 Fraser Rew - Matthew Brown - Vicki Bouton - Glen Coutts - Marie Eggeling 91.15 

Place No. Team  Score Place No.  Team   Score  
6 33 Edgtton 89.83 23 3 Beddow 67.98 
7 36 Henbest 87.27 24 31 Back 67.67 
8 38 Jakes 84.33 25 19 Driscoll 66.54 
9 7 Jones 80.01 26 9 Steinwedel 66.46 
10 30 Hoffman 79.35 27 29 Evennett 64.87 
11 18 Millar 76.46 28 17 Turnell 63.70 
12 4 Sterrenburg 75.62 29 26 Jackson 60.46 
13 2 Martin 75.51 30 8 Parker 60.15 
14 15 Norden 74.17 31 21 Millar 58.45 
15 14 Lennon 74.01 32 6 Braithwaite 56.44 
16 10 Bourke 72.83 33 24 Cullen 55.04 
17 11 Watson 72.70 34 28 Burgess 54.44 
18 20 Clarke 72.50 35 32 Ward 50.02 
19 27 Wood 72.43 36 5 Biro 49.46 
20 23 Green 71.76 37 22 Roughley 30.43 
21 34 Lavings 71.30 38 25 Nice 14.12 
22 37 Grant 69.83 

 

Holiday Pairs Event 3 - Session 1
N/S E/W
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

Holiday Pairs Event 3 - Session 2
N/S E/W 
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THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT 
DIFFICULT CALCUDOKU DIFFICULT SUDOKU 

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION 
DIFFICULT CALCUDOKU 

DIFFICULT SUDOKU 
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION 

 

SERVICES 
If you stick to The Gold Coast Congress sponsoring restaurants you’ll stay healthy of course. But should the 
need for a DOCTOR arise there’s Broadbeach Medical Centre 07-5531-6344 one block south of the venue on 
the seaward side of the highway.  Should you need after hours attention call 07-5531-1224. 

Should a BABYSITTER be required call Cathie at Gold Coast Nannies 0431-301-916. All Nannies carry 
current Blue Card and Senior First Aid Certificate including CPR for children. 

If you are feeling stiff and sore give Sue and her mobile MASSAGE team a call on 0466-284-114. Take a look 
at their complimentary gift offer on page 58A of Hello Gold Coast magazine and Sue’s ‘love it or your money 
back’ motto. 

TABLE COUNT 
Tables count to the end of play Friday 

was 7785 versus 7585 last year 
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